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On the return journey the opportunity was seized, when
passing through Somerhill Park, of enjoying the magnificent view
of th e middle Medway Valley and the east ern portion of- the
Greensand Escarpmen t. From a spot about 400 feet O.D. can
be seen a large port ion of the famo us hop district of Kent in
the neighbour hood of H adlow, East Peekham, Capel, Paddock
Wood and Yald ing, the chief cent res of the hop industry.

Tea was partaken of at the Angel Hotel, Tonbndge, where
the usual vote of thanks to the Director was passed.

Miss E. Pearse acted as Secretary for the Excursion.

REPORT OF AN EXCURSION TD SUDBURY
(SUFFOLK).

By the R EV. E. HILL, l\LA., F.G.S., Director of the E xcursion,

TEN London memb ers reached Sudbury soon after I I .45 a.m.,
and were joined there by others from Cambridge, Bury St.
Edmunds, Ipswich, and Sudbury itself. The party included
Mr. W. Whitaker and Mr. F. J. Bennett, who had carried out
the Geological Survey, also Professor Bonney.

The first walk was two miles south to the Little Cornard
Brick-pits. In these it was seen that Thanet Beds have been
eroded, and on them have been laid down curr ent-bedded gravels
with a general dip away from the pres ent river, as if in a side
channel of the old valley. Against these gravels lies ston eless
clay, which has been largely dug away for brick-making, and in
this clay, as shown in the further wall of the pit, are embedded
several boulders, apparently of chalk. They are rounded and
very large , one reaching 30 ft. in length and 8 ft . or 10 ft. in
depth. The mat erial, apparently chalk, on examination was pro
nounced to contain recent shells, so must be chalky mud or chalk
re-mad e, not original chalk.

A pit a few hundred yard s up an adjacent lane showed a
section of Banded Clays (Woolwich and Reading Beds). Mr.
Whitaker here pointed out th e effects of downhill crec>p on the
bands.

Thence the party walked back to Sudbury, and, after a halt
for sandwiches, went on through the town and over the bridge.
up Rallingdon Hill to the sand-pit there. The current-bedded
sands of this pit were being worked, so were seen in a perfectly
fresh and very fine section. The overlying Boulder-clay showed
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only a weathered face, but its junction with the well-bedded
materials on which it rests was easily made out. There was a
fine view across the valley and over the town. Pits visited on
the previous excursion in 1 910 were in sight and were pointed
out. In those pits (Alexand ra and Gallows Hill) Boulder-clay
and bedd ed silts occupy the same levels on the left bank as
Boulder-clay and bedded sands here on the right bank, but the
passage here from sands to clay is not quite so gradual as there
from silts to clay.

Descending across fields for 100 yards or 200 yards, the party
came to the brink of the Great Ballingdon chalk-pit, and saw
that resti ng on a level surface of Chalk were hor izont al Thanet
Beds, and on a level surface of these a remnant of Woolwich and
Reading Beds. A steep hillside slopes down to river meadows
more than 50 ft. lower, showing that the valley is cut through
all these beds. The Bould er-clay which had been recently
quitted lay on the hill more than 50 ft. higher than the point
of view.

The party descended to the pit floor, crossed the road, skirted
a canal, and entered the extensive Ballingdon Grove brick-yard s.
Several sections were shown, and some account given of their
changes in the course of several years' working. Sands and
gravels are seen, with a good deal of Boulder-clay. At one spot
this was abutting on bedd ed gravels with a vertical junction, at
ano ther terminated strips lay embedded, at another the position
from which there had been du g away an isolated block of clay
surrounded by sand was shown. These por tions of clay could
not be in their original positions of formation.

One of the sections 'had cut into Thanet Beds and disclosed
the gravels, with their disp laced masses of Boulder-clay, resting
against a side of the ancient valley.

T hence, crossing the river in a ferry-boat, the party returned
to the town. In the Grammar School labora tory there was laid
out for inspecti on a collec tion of rocks from th e various pits,
made in recent years by Mr. R. S. Smylie , the head master.
Among them was recognised P seudomelania heddingtonensis from
the Coral Rag of Yorkshire, igneous rock s from the Cheviots
and Pentlands, and a Mica-schist from some yet more distant
source.

T ea was taken at the Four Swans Hotel, and afterward s the
President (Dr. J. W. Evan s) voiced the thanks of the memb ers
to the Director, Dr. Holden, and 1\1r. Smylie, of Sudbury, and
to the Excursion Secretary.

The London and Cambridge members left by trains a bout
6 '30 p.m. A very fine day had rendered all points accessible .
Th e party were greatly indebted to Dr. Holden, of Sud bury , and
Mr. Smylie for local guidance and assistance, and to several
landowners for kind facilities given.
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Mr. P. G. H. Boswell acted as Excursion Secretary on this
occasion,
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